
MTF053 - Fluid Mechanics
2023-08-14 08.30 – 13.30

Approved aids:

– The formula sheet handed out with the exam (attached as an appendix)

– Beta - Mathematics Handbook for Science and Engineering

– Physics Handbook : for Science and Engineering

– Graph drawing calculator with cleared memory

Exam Outline:

– In total 6 problems each worth 10p

Grading:

number of points on exam (including bonus points) 24-35 36-47 48-60
grade 3 4 5



Problem 1 - Steam Turbine (10 p.)

A turbine is used to extract energy from steam. Steam flows into the turbine through a 300.0
mm duct and leaves the turbine through a 500.0 mm duct. On the inflow side of the turbine,
steam enters at a velocity of 35.0 m/s, with a density of 0.6 kg/m3 and an enthalpy of 5000.0
kJ/kg. The steam leaving the turbine at the exit has a density of 0.1 kg/m3 and an enthalpy
of 3000.0 kJ/kg. The system is sufficiently well insulated such that adiabatic conditions can be
assumed. Effects of gravity can be neglected.

(a) Calculate the average flow velocity in the outlet duct (3p.)

(b) Estimate the power extracted by the turbine (5p.)

Theory questions related to the topic:

(c) What does it mean that inlets and outlets are one-dimensional? (1p.)

(d) Give examples of when it is appropriate to use fixed control volume, moving control
volume, and deformable control volume, respectively. (1p.)

Problem 2 - Laminar Flow Between Parallel Plates (10 p.)

SAE 30W oil at a temperature of 20.0◦C flows between two parallel plates separated by 40.0
mm. The plates have a length of 1.0 m in the flow direction and a width of 0.5 m. The flow
between the plates is laminar. The lower plate is stationary, the upper plate moves at a constant
velocity of 5.0 cm/s, and the pressure gradient in the flow direction is constant at -500.0 Pa/m.

(a) Derive an expression for the flow velocity distribution in the fluid between the parallel
plates (5p.)

(b) Calculate the force needed to move the upper plate (3p.)

Theory questions related to the topic:

(c) Derive the momentum equation on differential form starting from the integral form (2p.)∑
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Problem 3 - Pipe Flow (10 p.)

Water at 10◦C flows through an old rusty steel pipe (i.e. the pipe surface is not smooth).
Measurements indicate that the friction factor remains constant at 0.0321 as long as the average
velocity of the water flowing through the pipe exceeds 0.72 m/s.

(a) Based on the information given above, estimate the average height of the surface irregu-
larities (the surface roughness) in the pipe (7p.)

Theory questions related to the topic:

(b) For fully developed laminar pipe flow, the velocity profile can be expressed as

u = umax
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Show that the average velocity in fully developed laminar pipe flow is half the maximum
velocity. (2p.)

(c) Why does the Moody chart not give reliable values in the Reynolds number range 2000 <
Re < 4000? (1p.)

Problem 4 - Drag Force (10 p.)

The width, height, engine power, and drag coefficient of a typical truck and a typical car are
given in the table below.

Vehicle Width (m) Height (m) Engine power (kW) CD

Truck 2.59 4.12 410.13 0.60
Car 1.83 1.46 186.42 0.32

(a) When each vehicle is traveling at a speed of 105 km/h, what fraction of the engine power
is used to overcome the aerodynamic drag? (4p.)

(b) Assuming that the aerodynamic drag force is the only important force on the vehicles,
calculate the maximum possible velocity for the truck and the car respectively. (3p.)

(c) A 1:10 model of the truck is to be tested in a wind tunnel, will it be possible to establish a
flow around the model-scale vehicle representative of the flow around the prototype scale
truck traveling at a speed of 105 km/h? (justify your answer) (3p.)



Problem 5 - Flat-Plate Boundary Layer (10 p.)

Water at 20◦ flows past a smooth flat surface. The freestream velocity (the flow velocity away
from the flat surface) is 50.0 mm/s. It can be assumed that transition from laminar to turbulent
boundary layer occurs when the Reynolds number reaches 5.0× 105.

(a) What is the flow velocity at a location 15.0 mm above the flat surface and 0.8 m down-
stream of the leading edge of the surface? (4p.)

(b) At what axial distance downstream of the leading edge will transition to turbulent bound-
ary layer flow take place? (2p.)

(c) Calculate the thickness of the boundary layer at the transition location (1p.)

Theory questions related to the topic:

(d) For laminar flow over a flat plate, the velocity profile is self-similar - what does that mean?
(1p.)

(e) Name two alternative ways to measure the boundary layer thickness than δ. How can
these measures be interpreted physically? (2p.)

Problem 6 - Supersonic Flow Over a Wedge (10 p.)

Airflow at a Mach number of 2.4 and a pressure of 80.0 kPa impinges on a 17.0◦ wedge as shown
in the figure below. Since the flow is supersonic, oblique shocks will form at the leading edge
of the wedge in order to deflect the flow such that it follows the wedge surface. As you may
recall from the Fluid Mechanics course, there are two possible solutions to this problem; one
referred to as the weak-shock solution and the other referred to as the strong-shock solution.
Of these two solutions, the weak-shock solution is the most common (i.e. most often seen in
engineering applications) but the strong-shock solution is also valid and may occur under certain
circumstances.

(a) Why are weak-shock solutions more common in engineering applications than strong-shock
solutions? (1p.)

(b) For the conditions specified in the text above, calculate the shock angle for the weak-shock
and the strong-shock solution, respectively. (6p.)

(c) Calculate the Mach number and pressure downstream of the oblique shock corresponding
to the weak-shock and the strong-shock solution. (3p.)
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